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" In France it is always the ruler and his ministers
who overthrow the government."

Malouet accurately judged the faults of the mar-
tyred King when he said: " Between the King and
his council there was an alternation of mistakes about
everything which might be regarded as a prudent
or a vigorous measure. Thus the King, who had a
passive courage, felt a certain shame about leaving
Versailles; he was perfectly conscious of the danger,
but he hoped to avoid it by a display of strength.
When it was necessary to use it, he could not decide
to draw his sword on his subjects. I linger with
regret on this unhappy monarch's faults ; for, with
his kind heart, he deserved a different fate: there
was a certain captain of the grenadiers who would
have saved him if he would have let him."

Louis would have been puzzled if he had been
asked exactly what it was he wanted. He wavered
between the nobility and the Third Estate, between
the old regime and the new. All his actions and
all his words were full of humanity, kindness, and
justice. He was a philanthropist, an honest and a
virtuous man, but he was not a king. The prey of
the illusions of a period given up to vain dreams, he
could not believe in evil, and he judged others by
himself.

As for Marie Antoinette, who was justly alarmed
by her husband's indecision, her position was most
painful. It was not easy for her to urge vigorous
measures, and an appeal to force when her husbancj,